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            COMMANDERôS MESSAGE                                         
 

         

This is my first message to you as Commander.  It is 

indeed a pleasure.  However, before I deliver the Com-

manderôs message for this month, I wish to add a post 

script to my watch as your Educational Officer. 

 

I had the opportunity to attend the USPS Annual Meet-

ing in Anaheim, CA last month.  As Assistant Educa-

tional Officer for District 10, I was standing in for DEO, John Winger, 

and I am very pleased to report that Door County was awarded ñFirst 

in Nation for Outstanding Educational Achievementò for ñ08.  You 

may recall that we won this award in 2006 as well.  I wish to thank all 

of you who contributed to our receiving this prestigious award.  

Whether you took the courses or taught them; you did an outstanding 

job. 

 

While at the National Meeting, I was able to assess the changes that are 

happening within USPS. 

 

Membership continues to decline.  It is currently at approxi-

mately 37,000.  Compare that to when I was a member in the 

early ó80s back East: 80,000. 

The National Education Department has formed a strong alli-

ance with USPS Marketing and Development to promote 

USPS. 

USPS will transition from a dues based organization to a mar-

keting based organization. 

Most of our courses have been revised and updated. Over a 

dozen seminars have been released with more on the way. A 

totally new public boating course, "America's Boating 

Course 3rd Edition (ABC -3)ò, is available and will be the 

only public boating course offered. 

These courses are now ready for ñprime timeò.  This is what is 

driving the marketing based shift. 

Customers are being identified to whom to market our ABC-3 

materials.  USCGA is already on board. 

USPS finally has excellent insurance coverage for liability as   
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well as hull.  This will allow Squadrons to conduct on- 

the-water instruction and  training. 

 

I envision our Squadron as being uniquely positioned to 

embrace the changes that are coming within USPS.  We 

have the members to prosper, get involved and have a 

lot of fun in the process. 

 

I want to thank those members who attended our 

Change of Watch.  For those of you who didnôt, I will 

repeat the theme of my watch: ñItôs all about mem-

bersò.  Itôs about member growth, member retention and 

most importantly, member involvement.  I am a firm 

believer that an involved member gets you the other two 

as a bonus.  That said; I have challenged our Executive 

Committee, Bridge and Nominating Committee to work 

in partnership to provide more structure within our 

Squadron.  This, in turn, will open new positions and 

opportunities for members to get involved.  Remember 

Bobôs Rule:  50/100.  Loosely translated, that means at 

least 50% of the members are getting it done. 

 

This weekend we jump forward to Daylight Savings 

time.  Think spring and the upcoming boating season!! 

 

Bob DeNoto, JN 

Commander  

OUR NEW BRIDGE 

 

At the 2009 Change of Watch dinner on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 7th,  our new Bridge Officers were installed.  On  

the right side of this page  the new Bridge officers are 

listed by their position.  For the Bridge year 2009/2010 

you will notice that many department responsibilities are 

being shared with other members.  The department  

Bridge Officers 

Commander 

Cdr. Bob DeNoto, JN 

920-746-9841 

bobdenoto@gmail.com 

Executive Officer 

Lt/C David A. Baumann, S 

920-746-0959 

dbaumann@wildblue.net 

Educational Officer 

Lt/C John B. Welch, N 

920-746-1179 

jbwelch@doorpi.net 

Administrative Officer 

Lt/C Carole Biddick, AP  

920-388-4269 

cdbiddick@mwwb.net 

Secretary 

Lt/C Gloria Fox, P 

920-854-2417 

foxsea@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer 

Lt/C Cynthia L. Weis, AP 

920-559-3011 

weiscynthia@yahoo.com 

Past Commander 

John C. Hermann, AP 

920-743-1675 

john.c.hermann@gmail.com 

Members at Large 

Thomas W. Fox, AP 

Bill Galligan, AP 

Craig J. Weis, S 

 Alan Wentworth, SN 

============================================ 

Commanderôs Department 

Chaplain                              Lt. Patricia Stierna, S 

Flag Lieutenant              Lt. Craig Weis, S 

Executive Department 

Coop Charting              P/C David R. Biddick, SN 

PR/Marketing               Lt. JoAnne Rosenfield, P 

Safety                              Lt. Thomas M. Cashin, P 

Vessel Safety Checks         Lt. Thomas M. Cashin, P 

Education Department 

Asst. SEO              P/D/C Robert Stierna, SN 

Public Boating Classes      Lt. William C. Galligan, AP 

Adv. Grade Courses          Lt. Steve G. Rank, AP 

Elective Courses              P/C John B. Welch, N 

USPS Univ. Seminars        P/C John B. Welch, N 

Administrative Department 

Asst. Adm.  Officer            Lt. Dolores Hermann, AP 

Member Involvement        Lt. Michelle Anderson 

Operations Training         Cdr. Bob DeNoto, N 

Port Captain                       Lt. Marcus H. Ritter, AP 

Secretaryôs Department 

Newsletter                           Paula Cashin, S 

Web Master                        Lt. Markus Ritter, AP 

Historian                             Lt/C Carole L. Biddick, AP 

Treasurerôs Department 

Membership Roster           Lt/C Cynthia Weis, AP 

 

 

Foreground:  Cynthia Weis, Carole Biddick & Bob DeNoto 

Background:  Dave Baumann, John Welch & Gloria Fox 

mailto:bobdenoto@gmail.com
mailto:dbaumann@wildblue.net
mailto:jbwelch@doorpi.net
mailto:cdbiddick@mwwb.net
mailto:foxsea@sbcglobal.net
mailto:weiscynthia@yahoo.com
mailto:john.c.hermann@gmail.com
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officers do not have to do it alone.  Thank you to those 

members for stepping up and  helping out.  Their names 

and responsibilities are listed  on page 2.  Good luck to 

all!!!!  

 

WHAT HAPPENED AT THE COW?  

 

Twenty-seven members and 8 guests attended the 

Change of Watch at Stone Harbor.  After dinner reports 

were given by the outgoing Bridge officers.  Outgoing 

commander, John Hermann, recognized the contribu-

tions of those members who had volunteered their time 

to our Squadron during the past year.  These members 

volunteered as cruise captains, vessel safety examiners, 

helpers at boat shows, helpers at the D10 conference, 

instructors, presenters at dinner meetings, vessel safety 

coordinators at area marinas and  membership involve-

ment and retention.   Members who received a merit 

mark for their efforts are Jerry Anderson, Michelle 

Anderson,  David Baumann, Jean Baumann, Carole Bid-

dick, Dave Biddick, Quinn Brennan, Tom Cashin, Paula 

Cashin, Bob DeNoto, Karen DeNoto, Bill Galligan, 

Dolores Hermann, Chuck Holtz, Jim Jauquet, Steve 

Rank, Markus Ritter, Judy Ritter, Bob Ross, Jerry Sa-

ballus, Vikki Saballus, Bob Stierna, Patsy Stierna, Tom 

Voegele, Craig Weis, Cynthia Weis, John Welch, Mary 

Welch and Alan Wentworth. 

 

Dave Biddick and Markus Ritter received the Pelican 

Award for their cooperative charting efforts. 

A round of applause go to Michelle 

Anderson, Dolores Hermann and 

Mary Welch for their efforts in new 

membership involvement and reten-

tion and to Craig and Cynthia Weis 

for recruiting new members.   Keep up the 

good work!!! 

 

 

After John Hermannôs out-going commanderôs report, 

D/Lt/C Kathleen Schult dismissed the old Bridge and  

installed the new commander, Bob DeNoto.  That was  

followed by  installation of the new Bridge by Alan 

Wentworth. 

Congratulations to Kathleen Schult for being the  first 

female District Commander in the United States Power 

Squadrons.   

 

FROM THE EDUCATION OFFICER  

 

Start the 2009  Boating Year with an 

educational experience.  DCSPS is 

offering three classes and three semi-

nars between now and June to 

broaden your nautical knowledge 

and prepare you for a safe and enjoy-

able summer. 
  
Advanced Piloting:  The third step in the Advanced 

Grades Classes teaches more about navigation, tides and 

other important and practical boating considera-

tions.  Tuesdays from February 24-April 28, 1830 at the 

Sturgeon Bay Library.  If you are late in registering, join 

us anyway.  We'll help you catch up.  Instructor: Steve 

Rank. 

 

Instructor Development:  Prepares you for teaching 

classes and seminars.  Held on Thursdays from March 

26 through April 23rd at 1830.  Location to be deter-

mined.  Instructor: Bob DeNoto 
  
Sail:  Instructs on the practical aspects of sailing and 

sailboats.  Includes and on-the-water experience.  Held 

on Wednesdays from April 29th through June 3rd, 1830 

at NWTC Room 103.  Instructor: Bob Stierna. 
  
To register for these classes, contact John Welch at 920- 

L to R:  Dave Biddick & Markus Ritter with the Pelican 

Award 

Kathleen Schult 
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746-1179 or jbwelch@doorpi.net 

 

 FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  

 

Hello!  Yes, itôs me again.  I am very 

happy to be serving as your Adminis-

trative Officer this year.  This is a 

new position for me, and I am look-

ing forward to working with Cdr. 

Bob and his bridge. 

 

The committees under the Adminis-

trative Officer include:  Membership 

(Recruiting), Membership Involvement (Retention), 

Member Benefits, Boating Activities (Cruise & Rendez-

vous),  Meetings and Programs,  Entertainment, Opera-

tions Training, Leadership Development,  Youth Activi-

ties, to name a few.  I am listing these committees in 

hopes that YOU will call me and tell me you are willing 

to help in one or more of these areas!  Call 920-388-

4269, or e-mail me, cdbiddick@mwwb.net.  I look for-

ward to hearing from you. 

This month I want to call your attention to two items of 

interest. 

 

First is to let you know that we are going to have a Nau-

tical Flea Market on Saturday, 13 June 2009 from  1000 

to 1500  (10:00 am to 3:00 pm) in the parking lot of the 

SBYC.  Tables will be set up in the parking lot.  Lunch 

will be available in the dining room.  Boating, fishing, 

hunting, camping and outdoor gear items will be sold.  

In addition, we will sell small house ware items.  All 

items must be in good working order or defects noted on 

the tag.  Items will be sold in two ways: 

1.  DCS&PS or the SBYC will sell the item for you.  

Each organization will have itsô own table and sell items 

offered by itsô members.  DCS&PS or the SBYC will 

take fifty per cent of each item sold.  When you turn the 

item over to be sold, you will complete a form listing 

your items and the value you place on each of them.  

You must give permission to negotiate the price if you 

wish us to do so, otherwise the price will remain as you 

listed it.  You will get back any unsold items.  You must 

come and pick them up at 3:00 pm on June 13th.   

2. If you have a large number of items, you may wish 

to supply your own table.  You will pay a set price 

of $25.00 to reserve the table space.  At your own 

table you may sell anything you wish.  You must 

fully operate your own table, collect your own 

money, make change, etc.  And, all money made 

will be yours to keep.  The organization you list 

with, either the DCS&PS or the SBYC, will keep 

the $25.00.   

We hope you will start saving items that can be sold and 

also hope you will help  at the sale.  We will need many 

volunteers to make this a success.  You will hear more 

about this in the coming months.  Mary Welch has 

agreed to be the contact person and the liaison between 

both the DCS&PS and the SBYC.  So feel free to call 

Mary, 920-746-1179, if you have questions or to offer 

your help. 

Secondly, I want to call your attention to the USPS Na-

tional Youth Poster Contest.  There are three (3) age 

groups:  6-8, 9-11, 12-14.  The theme is BOATING IS 

FUN! 

 

There are PRIZES:  $150.00 to Grand National winner 

in each age group; $100.00 and $75.00 to first and sec-

ond runners ïup in each division.  The  official Contest 

Rules and Guidelines for Drawing a Poster can be found 

on USPSô national web site.  Click here to get to the 

guidelines and rules. You must know someone in one of  

these age categories.  The deadline for them to be sub-

mitted to me is 22 May, 2009.  Why not bring them to 

our fitting out Dinner meeting on 15 May.  First-second-

and thirdïplace winners in each age category will be 

entered at the District level. First-place winners in each 

age category at the District level will be entered into 

judging at the National level.  Be sure to read the rules 

and remember that the poster will be judged for the idea 

presented more than artistic ability.   

 

The location of our 15 May Fitting our meeting will be 

announced in the April Scuttlebutt.  Until then, best re-

gards,  Carole 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

 
ñA ship in port is safe, but thatôs not what ships are built for.ò 

 

As your newly appointed Executive 

Officer - humbly anticipating follow-

ing the past six-years of dedicated 

service provided by Tom Cashin - I 

find the above sentiment a reasonably 

nautical way to introduce myself to 

the membership.  It is a quote from 

Grace Murray Hopper, who ï as a US 

mailto:jbwelch@doorpi.net?subject=classes
mailto:cdbiddick@mwwb.net
http://www.usps.org/national/membership/youth/pictures/10thYPContest.pdf
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Admiral and a Computer Scientist ï was acknowledged 

by her peers for her strong personal ethics and success-

ful career outcomes based on the synergy and creativity 

generated by individuals on teams.  It was my pleasure 

to have known her; she believed everyone should ñplayò 

and mean it.  

 

Now, what does that have to do with our Door County 

Sail and Power Squadron or my new role as XO in sup-

porting you in the coming year? Well, first realize that 

long before I knew of the challenges provided by Door 

County and Great Lakes boating, my five children - as a 

team - gave to me a copy of Graceôs quote, signed by 

each of them as recognition of how I approached both 

my job and my life.  

 

My children did not know Grace Hopper. They did 

know that my wife, Jean and I would someday migrate 

to Door County to live. They did not know that we 

would, with limited experience, take up Great Lakes 

boating in a mini-tug-trawler named ñAugust Windyò 

and that I actually would be a bit terrified of what the 

ñBig Lakeò could bring. What they were sure of was 

that as a kayaker, canoeist and outdoorsman, their dad 

loved the water, the freedom of open spaces and unusual 

personal challenges. They also knew that as a ñcomputer 

scientistò I often labored long hours with the manage-

ment of computer-based solutions, struggling with the 

drama of reliability, speed and competence; not so 

unlike Grace Hopperôs observation above - assuming 

one has actually left port.  

 

In 2006, when I was looking to turn my limited naviga-

tional abilities into something that my wife would recog-

nize as competence, I turned to the Power Squadron. As 

luck would have it, Bob DeNoto, our new Commander, 

invited me to take what was then known as Boat Smart 

and the rest was serendipitous. Jean and I joined the 

DCS&PS organization and I went on to pursue a number 

of excellent educational opportunities ï both courses 

and seminars. We both felt lucky to have discovered an 

organization that was based on camaraderie and safety 

and buoyed by some of the best, practical, educational 

offerings I have personally seen in any organization, bar 

none. 

 

To me, this opportunity to be involved in quality boater 

education while having access to experienced  boaters of 

all backgrounds who truly appreciate the water was a 

ñgold mine.ò So, even though today, my wife and I are 

not seasoned boaters, I strongly believe that through 

continuing Power Squadron education and the practical 

nature of honing our skills on the water, we will be. We 

envy those of you who, through experience, have seen 

what we can now only dream about. Recognizing that 

we have this broad diversity of skills throughout our 

squadron, I hope we will all consider being involved in 

some way that advantages our uniqueness as members in 

2009.   

 

We can all be proud of this prestigious organization with 

itsô talented people and grand boats. As Executive Offi-

cer, my hope for the 2009 Watch Year is that, as mem-

bers, we all continue to nurture this prestigious squad-

ron, continue to attract and retain good people, are 

known in the community as an ñeducation harborò for 

all boaters and that each of us, as members, feel excited 

that we are moving forward as an organization that is 

both professionally recognized and fun. With that, letôs 

remember what Grace Hopper believed ñ . . . A ship in 

port is safe, but . . .ò  when we move just a bit out of 

the comfort of our own ñportò we stand to  discover the 

exhilaration that allows us to be our best, willing to 

learn, teach, share and have fun! It is a pleasure to be 

part of this organization and I look forward to represent-

ing you all as your Executive Officer over the next year 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

 

 Happy Birthday to our members with March birthdays:  

Fred Hankwitz (6), Dolores Hermann 

(6), Patsy Stierna (17), Cragi Weis (17) 

and Austin Herman (22)   

 

 

 

FROM THE PORT CAPTAIN & WEBMASTER  

 

David Biddick and I submitted details 

on the Carmody Boat Launch and the 

new Olde Stone Quarry harbor of ref-

uge to the Marine Chart Division of 

NOS/NOAA in the hope of get-

ting corrections to charts, and Coast 

Pilot publications.  We ranked 15th and 

16th in the amount of information sub-

mitted nationally, and tops in District 

10 by a huge amount, and that is how we got the Pelican 

traveling trophy back to Door County.  If you want to 

view these pages move your mouse above blue high-

lighted ñCarmody Boat Launchò words and click the left 

mouse button.  This will take you to a Guide to Recent 

Changes at the Shore.  Donôt forget to have your com-

puter internet connection turned on.  If you need help, 

please call me 746-1510 or click here. 

 

The webmaster would like each of you to count the 

number of hyperlinks on the index page of our website 

and e-mail him at the webmasterôs address with the  

http://usps.org/lc/door/Local.html
mailto:markusritter@hotmail.com?subject=Question%20from%201%20Mar%2009'%20Scuttelbutt

